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What a year 2009 has been for us! This past year we had our largest number
of completions in 16 years. 30 participants received their GED certifications
and 110 completed our Workplace Competency and Computer Literacy cur-
riculum. We received our first Texas Education Agency grant. We are now of-
fering advanced classes in math, writing and reading so our participants will be
able to pass the college entrance exams and not have to enroll in remedial
classes first. We also hired two more staff members: Adrienne Hussey is our
new case manager for our TEA grant and Melanie Grey is our evening com-
puter instructor. The Glimmer of Hope answered our holiday wish list by pro-
viding us with gift certificates for all of our students and their families for the
holidays. We are looking forward to a great 2010.

Board Member & Volunteer Spotlight:
James Buck By michele Mulryan

James Buck joined the Board of Directors for The Austin Academy in Novem-

ber and was elected president in February 2010. Since joining the Board he
has also gotten involved as a volunteer at The Austin Academy. James is cur-
rently the President at Texas Legal Protection Plan. James has over 25 years ¢
experience in human resources. James said he moved to Texas with his wife
who is a Texas native, and was seeking to give back by getting involved in the
community when he learned about The Austin Academy through Greenlights.
James has shared his knowledge, expertise, and time by conducting mock inter
views with students preparing to enter the job market and by participating in our
Empowerment classes by providing presentations for the students to share addi
tional information to help them prepare for their career search. James said he
enjoys mentoring people in their career choices. He believes it is important to
help people realize that regardless of what their background is they have some
thing to offer to an employer. James attended the graduation ceremony on Janu
ary 15, 2010 and introduced our guest speaker. He said it was an awesome e
perience and found it very rewarding and enjoyable to see people succeed
James advises anyone who may be interested in volunteering to not underesti
mate what one can do for someone else. He feels everyone has a gift they ca
share. James further said he is looking forward to more successes for The Austil
Academy and plans to contribute as much as he can.



